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Axel at PSU Cirque Du Soleil
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Bonnie at OHSU Spreading the Love

Forensics Lab 75 4 Kashi in a Selfie with Cirque staff
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Clackamas County Criminal Unit gift for
Jones, including toys and a McDonald’s gift
card for his after service hamburger treat!

> &
Lindsey at PSU for Crisis Response

Jones reminding us it’s time to get our
raincoats out!
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Pippa at PSU Students with Axel at PSU
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Outdoor training at Portland rblice Traininf’g
Division
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Sandy and Lisa at McMinnville High S‘chool'for

Marvin at Cirque Crisis Response
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In late September, our sweet 7-year-old
Lab/Golden Retriever mix, Olivia, started
acting strangely. She was coughing, drooling
excessively, acting like she might vomit, and
generally seemed unwell. After a few hours,
we became increasingly concerned and
decided to take her to a vet. Our Vancouver
vet was closed for the day, so we needed to
find an alternative. Since Oliviais a PACTT
dog, we knew she would be welcomed at
Dovelewis and cared for by the BEST!

We arrived around 9:30 p.m. on a Monday
night and walked into a very busy lobby. A
calm and friendly staff member greeted us,
checking us in with a level of professionalism
that immediately put us at ease. At that
moment, we felt that, however long the wait
and whatever was happening in the reception
area, all would be okay because Olivia was

in the best hands. Although we did have a
long wait, we were deeply moved by what we
witnessed.

Throughout the night, pet owners arrived with
animals who would not be returning home.
Many left hours later, completely wrecked.
Around midnight, an animal rescue worker
came in with two kittens who had been
rescued from a transient campfire—singed
by flames but hopefully okay, she said. Hours
later, a woman arrived carrying a cat she had
accidentally hit with her car and brought in
for treatment. The cat had bawled all the way
there except for the last 10 minutes, which

made her worry it had died in the car. A staff
member gently took the cat for evaluation
and, sadly, later confirmed that the cat had
passed. The woman asked if staff could locate
a microchip so she could inform the owner.
Though no chip was found, we overheard staff
say they would take photos and do their best
to help spread the word. It was quite a scene
to witness.

Between the time we arrived and when we
left, some 6-7 hours later, we witnessed
countless interactions between pet owners
and staff members. These interactions were,
on the surface, routine but what we saw, with
our eyes and in our hearts, was not routine at
all. I’'m not sure how to convey the gentleness,
the kindness, the caring, and the patience we
experienced and witnessed.
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People don’t come to Dovelewis at 1 a.m.
on a Monday night because they’re okay;
they come because their pets are not okay.
They are worried sick, exhausted, and often
frightened—just like their pets. And yet, in
the midst of all that worry and exhaustion,
everyone manages to hold it together. One
woman arrived with a very scared and hurt
dog, lying beside it on the floor as the dog
rested under a quilt for hours. Staff let them
be, checking in often, and eventually led
them back to a room where she continued to
comfort her hurting pup.

| sat in that space and thought these people
who work here are amazing and | wish | could
hug every one of them, thank them and tell
them over and over again how special and
unique they are. | think they probably don’t
know what they look like as they go about
their daily work but to me, they look like
hope and love and grace, and | am grateful to
have had a chance to spend a night watching
Dovelewis staff in action

Happily, our sweet Olivia was successfully
treated and sent home. She spent the
following day resting and being pampered—
we feel incredibly lucky. Thank you to the
Dovelewis team—each of you is special.
Please don’t forget that.
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The loss of a pet can be devastating. For many, this is a loss
not only of a beloved companion animal but of a best friend
and cherished family member. We share our lives, dreams,
homes, and affections with our companions. They touch
our lives deeply and are deserving of our grief. Grieving a
beloved pet is a natural and personal process that deserves
expression and acknowledgment.

The Dovelewis Pet Loss Support Program offers free
monthly support group meetings, providing a comforting
space for reflection, sharing, listening, and healing at your
own pace.

Thursday, November 7 from 12-1:30pm (In-Person Meeting)
Thursday, November 14 from 6:30-8pm (Virtual Meeting)
Tuesday, November 19 from 6:30-8pm (In-Person Meeting)
Thursday, November 21 from 5-6:30pm (Virtual Meeting)

. Scan the QR Code
Thursday, December 5 from 12-1:30pm (In-Person Meeting) . .I.)-(::,;?E'i: e
Thursday, December 12 from 6:30-8pm (Virtual Meeting) #‘4 h
Tuesday, December 17 from 6:30-8pm (In-Person Meeting) S oaiCral®

Thursday, December 19 from 5-6:30pm (Virtual Meeting)
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We are grateful for the contributions from generous donors who make DoveLewis %
it possible for the Pet Loss Support Program to offer its services to our v e 1 to Donate
community of loving families. If it serves you, we welcome you to donate . ;’.- ]
J ra~Lhd

in honor of your beloved companion and to continue to make this space
available in the future.
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Additional Pet Loss
Support Offerings

Grief deserves to be witnessed, and it needs expression.
Sharing and giving voice to experiences of profound love
and loss through our Pet Loss Support Groups is one way
people may find that expression. And for some, it may serve
them to find expression by memorializing their beloved
companions creatively through art or writing.

Memorial Art Workshop: Sunday, November 10 from
3-4:30pm

Past projects have included memorial candles, picture
frames, pendants, and flower pots.

Virtual Memorial Writing Workshop: Sunday,
December 8 from 3-5pm

In partnership with Write Around Portland.

‘Tis the Season for
Holiday Photos!

It’s back! Time to capture those festive moments and
enter the PACTT Holiday Photo Contest! Submit
your best shots by December 6, and remember, we

welcome photos from all holidays! Winners will be
chosen by a panel of judges from Dovelewis.

Click Here to Submit Photos

Email your submission(s) to kloter@dovelewis.org or
mlaird@dovelewis.org if you have trouble attaching photos in the form.



https://share.hsforms.com/1mx5ajo4xTJisZTT3c3CS9Ac7w6o
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Virtual Caregiver
Support Group

Caring for a beloved companion animal who has special
needs or a life-limiting illness is an act of love and can come
with challenges and frustrations. While we lovingly provide
care to our cherished companions, it can also be a confusing,
tiring, overwhelming, and isolating experience. The Caregiver
. \ Support Group is a space where people can connect to learn
" - 1 about topics relevant to caring for a companion, as well as

- -r‘ 1."]: yourself, and to find support in community with others.
.Jl DoveLewis | »
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Free Monthly Meetings on Zoom. Visit dovelewis.org to
register or scan the QR code.
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Don’t Forget Your PACTT
Merch!

DoveLewis
Canine Therapy

Team

Kathy Loter
] PACTT Program Director
Explore our PACTT merchandise collection, including the newly 253-951-0306
added menswear and hat, available for purchase online. kloter@dovelewis.org

Click Here to Shop Now!

PACTT relies on the generous

~__ Ok 0 ,
i ‘ support of donors. If you wish

DoveLewxs

=1 - ?\ 'ﬂ?r_ﬂu to contribute, please scan the
provided QR code.
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https://dove-lewis-canine-therapy.spiritsale.com/



